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Ashlee Bligh, Madeleine Char
trand, and Daniel Ross, The New
Frontiers in Graduate History
Conference CoChairs Proudly
Present our 2012 Speakers!
Dr. Joan Wallach Scott
Harold F. Linder Professor in the
School of Social Science at the
Institute
for
Advanced
Study,
Princeton, New Jersey

To describe Joan Scott as a
historian of gender would be a
serious
understatement.
Her
groundbreaking
work
has
challenged the foundations of
conventional historical practice.
Scott’s Gender and the Politics of
History (1988) redefined the fields
of history and gender studies for a
whole generation of scholars. In
her body of work you will find a
vigorous questioning of ‘difference’
in history: its uses, enunciations,
implementations,
justifications,
and
transformations
in
the
construction of social and political
life. In her writings that support
academic freedom of speech and
issues of political correctness you
will
discover
her
personal
commitment to individual rights
and equality.
In her new book, The Fantasy of
Feminist History, Joan Scott traces
the evolution of her thinking about
gender over the course of her
career and explains how her
search for ways to more forcefully
insist on gender as mutable rather
than fixed or stable category led
her to psychoanalytic theory,
which posits sexual difference as
an insoluble dilemma.
We are honoured to have Dr.
Scott deliver our keynote address
at this year’s conference.

Dr. Joan Wallach Scott
A few fun facts about Joan Scott!
Some of her favourite films
include Chinatown, Fargo, Margin
Call, Bicycle Thief, and Midnight
in Paris.
She enjoys cooking and kayaking.
Her favourite television shows
include Law and Order, The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart, and The
Colbert Report.
Her favourite vacation spot is
Maine.
She has too many favourite
novels to name but recently she
has enjoyed two by Amitav Ghosh,
Sea of Poppies and River of Smoke,
as well as one by Harry Mulisch
called The Assault.
Dr. Michael Egan
McMaster University

Dr. Egan’s research agenda
focuses
on
the
relationship
between
science
and
environmentalism. He is the
author of Barry Commoner and
the Science of Survival: The
Remaking of American Environ
mentalism and coeditor (with Jeff
Crane) of Natural Protest: Essays
on the History of American
(continued on page 3)

by Erin Dolmage and Stacy
NationKnapper
What did you do before grad
school? We all had lives before
entering graduate studies at York
and it’s a lot of fun learning what
our peers were up to before we met
them. Did you know in our midst
we have former rock stars, and
people who have worked in such
fascinating places as Buckingham
Palace? The following are some of
these former lives for readers to
guess who lived them. The names
of these hardworking nowgrad
students will be published in the
next issue of The Document!
Her Majesty’s Servant
When I heard Marcel Martel’s
voice in my answering machine
with the news that I was accepted
in the program I was ecstatic,
primarily because that meant I
could now quit my job. For five
years prior to entering our
program, I worked on and off as
one of her majesty’s public
servants at that heinous assailant
of our civil liberties that is
Statistics Canada (Stalinistics
Canada, if you’re a Tory). I called
people at home, in the evening and
on weekends, and asked for... wait
for
it...
their
PERSONAL
INFORMATION! That’s right, I
conducted telephone surveys, some
(continued on page 2)
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It’s Black History Month. Let’s
Celebrate!?
equality and full citizenship.

Document

by Funke Aladejebi
As a person of colour in our history
department, I am often struck by
how issues concerning race are
often ignored or placed on the
margins
of
our
academic
institution. While York boasts one
of the most diverse history
departments in Canada, the
demographic of our graduate
program however indicates that
people
of
colour
are
still
experiencing
difficulties
transitioning to and entering
upper
levels
of
educational
institutions. So when I was asked
to write something about Black
History Month, I could not help
but to think about my own position
within the department and being
one of very few black voices in the
graduate student body. While
Black History Month encourages,
and at times, forces us to be aware
of the plight of African descended
peoples in North America, the tone
in Canada tends to be one of
triumph and celebration, and often
focuses on black notables, usually
from the United States, and on the
idea that in Canada, race issues
were never really a problem.
However, the stories that mark the
African Canadian experience are
much more complex and varied
than this. In February, Canadian
national discourses remember the
country for its role in the
Underground
Railroad
and
perpetuates
notions
of
the
Canadian myth. This North Star
myth depicts Canada as a place
that not only led blacks out of
slavery and into freedom, but to

Furthermore,
while
many
Canadians treat the discussion of
blacks in Canada, with references
to immigration in particular, as a
recent phenomenon, and often
closely linked to the African
American
experience,
Black
History Month draws a greater
awareness of Canada’s black past.
The need for constant recognition
and representation are still
persistent challenges that plague
black communities in Canada
today.
As a teaching assistant for the
African Canadian history course
offered at York, I am surprised by
how many Canadian students are
unable to recollect one African
Canadian hero(ine). They often
remember popular names like
Rosa Parks and Martin Luther
King Jr., but never mention
Canadian historical figures like
Oliver Le Jeune, the first recorded
black slave sold in New France in
1628 or even women like Viola
Desmond who is remembered as
Canada’s Rosa Parks for her fight
against segregation in Nova
Scotian theatres. While these
people are considered among the
more popular of black Canadian
figures, very rarely do we discuss
those whom have yet to have their
stories told. For example, during
Black History Month, nothing is
mentioned about historical groups
like the Black Education Project,
which began in Toronto in 1969
and worked to encourage black
racial pride and African liberation
in Canada. Even less is discussed
(continued on page 4)
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of them mandatory, about such
arcane topics as employment,
health,
education,
financial
knowledge,
spending
habits,
internet usage, farming, and
environmental attitudes. Among
other things, I’ve asked young and
elderly
people
about
their
recreational drug use and how
many sexual partners they have
had (that’s actually not a joke). I
was
called
many
names,
threatened to be sued, and had
many interesting propositions of
harm hurled at me. That was the
most excitement I had in what
was otherwise the most mundane,
depressing, and mindnumbing job
I’ve ever had. All that at a
whopping $14/hour. Coincident
ally, my citizenship ceremony was
in the same building where I
worked. After swearing to protect
the Queen of England and her
descendants with my life, I got in
the elevator, went down a couple
of floors, and proudly carried on
serving her subjects, one “go f^#%
yourself (click)” at a time.
Bastards! I bet they all read
Foucault.
A Renaissance StudenttoBe
In my past life I was a bus driver,
but that’s not all! I have worked on
movie sets (met Ben Affleck,
Diane
Lane,
Adrian
Brody,
Antonio
Banderas,
Ewan
McGregor, Richard Gere, Hilary
Swank, and by “met” I mean that I
discreetly gawked at them and
had very brief and superficial
conversation with a few, take it for
what it’s worth). I spent time as a
coffee shop attendant at a truck
stop, as well as a costumed
interpreter at a pioneer museum.
I also dispatched truck drivers;
built truck bumpers, engine
cradles, steering wheels columns,
and struts. Now I’m a PhD
student...weird!
(continued on page 4)
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Environmentalism. Dr. Egan is
directing a new environmental
history initiative with scholars
across
North
America.
The
Sustainable
Future
History
Project
seeks
to
develop
a
model for collaborative research
into our environmental past as a
means of being prepared to realize
a sustainable future.
Dr. Colin Coates
York University

Dr. Coates
holds
the
Canada
Research
Chair
in
Canadian
Cultural
Land
scapes,
is
the
President of
the Canadian Studies Network,
and the director of the Landscapes
project with NiCHE (Network in
Canadian
History
&
Environment).
His
work
investigates the various attempts
to create utopian societies in
Canada’s past, which reveals the
ongoing struggle between people’s
religious, cultural, and political
beliefs and the physical landscapes
within
which
they
located
themselves.
Dr. Richard Hoffmann
York University

Dr. Hoffmann is Professor
Emeritus of History at York
University. He is interested in the
environmental,
economic
and
social history of medieval and
early modern Europe. An expert in
natural resource use in the Middle
Ages, he has concentrated in
particular on fisheries, frontiers
and intercultural relations. He is
(continued on page 7)

Where is the ‘History’ in
Black History Month?
Vol. 8, Issue 4: February, 2012

by Katherine Bausch
Being asked to write a piece for
Document about my dissertation
project, which explores 20th
century African American history,
made me think about some of the
major issues facing the study of
peoples
of
colour
in
our
department. First, while I am
thrilled to talk about my work (by
year five you’ve got your “what do
you study” answer down), the fact
that an Americanist is asked to
speak to Black History month in
Canada, puts into stark relief how
limited our department is in the
study of black peoples. York’s
history department is supposed to
have one of the most important
and
varied
contingents
of
Canadianists in the country, both
at the faculty and the graduate
level. If this is the case, shouldn’t
there be lots of people who can
write a piece for Black History
month? Instead it’s harder to find
someone
studying
Canadian
peoples
of
colour
in
our
department than it is to find a
coherent policy in Rob Ford’s
political platform. That’s not to say
that we aren’t a department that
recognizes the importance of race
as a lens for studying history (I’m
sure we all have the requisite Fab
Four in our projects: class, gender,
race, sexuality) but why so few
who use it as a central theoretical
framework? Especially at a school
that is lucky enough to have the
Tubman Centre? I don’t really
know how to answer this question.
I know that I think that my
colleagues at the graduate level
are doing great and important
work. And I know that I have
tremendous respect for all of the
work that the faculty is doing. The
rest, I can’t figure out.
I’m also curious why African
Canadian history seems to occupy
such a less than illustrious place
in our graduate courses? I
understand that field courses have
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a lot of ground to cover, but why is
so much of that hallowed ground
over the memory of white men? In
historian Niall Ferguson’s new
book Civilization: the West and the
Rest (2011) he drags out that
pleasant little argument about the
problem with new ways of learning
and teaching: grand narratives are
important, breaking history down
into “sub groups” has destroyed it,
we can’t teach everything, some
things have to be prioritized. You
would think that an idea this old
and used would have worn out its
welcome (but really? We’re still
paying
attention
to
Charlie
Sheen), but more troubling is that
it should immediately beg the
response: okay, fine. We can’t do
everything. But why is the last
man standing after the purge
always a white man? Yes, certain
events are important, but why do
we have to continue to look at
them the same way? WWI may be
important for Canadian history,
but who decided that the trenches
are more important to learn/teach
than the role of peoples of colour?
Yes immigration is important to
Canadian history, but who decided
that it’s more important to learn
about
early
20th
century
immigration from Europe than
mid 20th century immigration
from the Caribbean? I don’t really
know the answers to these
questions. I know that many of my
Canadianist
colleagues
have
reaped the important intellectual
rewards from these courses. And I
know that the faculty who put
these courses work very hard to
consider what to include, and try
to represent as much of the history
as possible. The rest, I can’t figure
out.
So, this is what I’ve done instead
of telling you about my project.
(please contact me off the listserve
if you want me to brag about what
(continued on page 4)
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Black History Month: Celebrate?

(continued)
about institutional forms of
segregation and racism such as the
last segregated school that closed
in Colchester, Ontario in 1965. The
persistent discussion of historical
figures such as Harriet Tubman
and Mary Ann Shadd are often
used as epitaphs of Canada’s
celebratory
role
in
the
Underground
Railroad
and
overshadow the unwritten stories
of many African Canadians who
have resided in this nation since
the seventeenth century and have
made important contributions. As
a result of these narrative silences,
I am often reminded of the
importance of my own research
which discusses the role of African
Canadian female educators, who
negotiated their ideas of Canadian
nationalism and blackness to
educate thousands of students
within the Canadian education
system.
Unfortunately,
the
traditional Canadian narrative is
such
that
the
very
lived
experiences of these women that
have often gone unnoticed and
unwritten. While these women are
often undocumented and excluded

Past Lives
(continued)

You Name It, This Student Has
Done It!
Before grad school I had a radio
show. My listening audience could
probably be measured in literally
tens of people, but I still thought it
was pretty cool. I worked in
journalism, both as an editor and
writer, and worked on material as
diverse as stories about university
student unions buying sailboats, a
profile on a penile enlargement
specialist by the name of, I kid you
not, Dr. Stubbs, and a psychic
convention where I had a reading
done in which the psychic made
the oddly specific observation that
I intensely disliked Stockwell
Day—which was true. And finally I
briefly had a career in pest control,

from historical records, it is their
ability to navigate and (re)
negotiate concepts of Canadian
identity that remain important to
the Canadian historical narrative.
It is these stories that Black
History Month can and should
encourage.
So while Black History Month
celebrates the achievements of
blacks through cultural events,
racially conscious articles and
academic discussion, the challenge
becomes not only to celebrate
these achievements, but also to
uncover the stories of African
Canadians that have largely been
ignored and continue to remain
marginalized
in
Canadian
historical
writing.
Many
historians, including James St. G.
Walker, Barrington Walker, Afua
Cooper, Amoeba Gooden, Karen
Flynn and others have and
continue to do this very thing. The
challenge for we as historians is to
speak honestly and openly about
Canada’s black past in order to
understand the challenges and
triumphs that African Canadians
face today.

specializing in rats. I wasn’t a
professional, but it came with the
territory of living in a basement
apartment in an ‘interesting’ part
of town.
Life in the Arts
Before returning to school, I
worked for a number of years
building sets and props for a
modern dance troupe based here in
Toronto. We did a lot of touring to
Latin America, Asia and across
Canada. I had lots of experience
staying up all night building and
painting sets, constructing wild
headdresses, masks, and props (my
favourite was a sparkly robotic fish
which “swam” across the stage on
monofilament lines), I steamed lots
of costumes, and even drove a huge
truck to Winnipeg. The best part
was working with some amazing
dance artists, musicians, and
theatre designers. I also had a

Page 4

‘History’ in Black History?

(continued)
I do). You can take this as someone
who is speaking from complete
ignorance/outside the club/based
on conjecture and hearsay (is there
any other way to get info?). After
all, I don’t study Canadian history,
even the white guys, so don’t really
know what I’m talking about. Or
you can take this as someone who
is being selfrighteous because I
study peoples of colour. Or you can
see this as someone who is
preempting her fruitless job search
by promoting the need for more
studies of peoples of colour. Or you
can just ignore all of this like we
ignore the histories of peoples of
colour in Canada. That’s right;
that was the sound of the gauntlet
coming for you.

YOUR AD HERE

Want to advertise in
Document? It's easy!
Just leave your ad with $100
in small, unmarked bills in the
TA
lounge
at
midnight.
No questions asked.

great job working at the AGO as
the technician in the gallery
school.
Here, Hair and Everywhere
While putting myself through my
first degree I worked for a
professional
theatre
company,
taking care of the front of house.
There I met a lot of actors,
technicians, got a personal song
from Jann Arden and had one run
in with Albert, the local ghost.
After this I worked in the office of
a wholesale company where I had
the added bonus of learning how to
drive the forklift. Once I finished
my BA I took a side venture into
hairdressing where I worked for 6
years as a stylist, colour technician
and finally platform artist—doing
hair on stage for a colour company
and getting published in a few hair
magazines. After this I caught the
(continued on page 6)
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by Mathieu Brûlé
If you’ve checked your inbox in the
last few weeks, then I’m going to
venture a guess that most of this
won’t be news. This brief little
article then is destined towards
the few of you who might have
“accidentally” glossed over the
CUPE
3903
email
updates.
However, if you have read those
emails, this will still be an
important read, so keep on
trucking through it. I’ll make this
one short and sweet by trying to
write it before this song I’m
listening to ends.* Here we go!
Top 5 things you need to know
about our union’s bargaining with
York University!
5. The wage offer we’ve received
really sucks. The University has
offered a 1% wage increase over
three years. While this might not
sound so bad, keep in mind that
inflation over the past year has
been closer to 3%. Therefore, a 1%
increase
would
actually
a
reduction of the purchasing power
of our wages.
4. The University refuses to agree
to leave our tuition indexation
alone. They haven’t made a
concrete offer yet, but they’ve
made it clear that they won’t rule
out fiddling with it. What is most
likely to happen if they want to
change it is that your tuition

would go up. Tuition indexation
basically
means
that
we’re
reimbursed for any increase in
tuition. As it stands now, Unit 1
members (TAs) are reimbursed
any tuition increases that have
occurred since September 2005.
Losing this would mean losing the
$590 cheques that we receive every
semester. Seeing as those cheques
add up to about the same as one
semester of tuition ($1800ish for
noninternational students), losing
our tuition indexation and the
$590 cheques would basically
amount to being charged a fourth
semester’s worth of tuition every
year. I can only speak for myself,
but I suspect that losing what for
many of us represents about 10%
of our annual income isn’t a very
affordable option.
3. The union will likely file for
conciliation on February 22nd.
This happens when a union and
the employer come to an impasse
in bargaining and call on a
conciliator to come give them a
hand in moving past it. If this
doesn’t work, then we may be in a
strike position as early as March
27th.
2. Every single one of the
proposals that the union has put
forth were approved and shaped by
the
membership
at
union
meetings. Regular meetings were

held for this purpose, and they
continue to be held every two
weeks or so. The next scheduled
meeting will be held on March 1st,
from 47pm in TEL 001. Be there
AND be square!
1. 2012 is not 2008. It’s no secret
that the fallout from the 2008
strike was hard on the union. It’s
also no secret to those who are
actively involved that our situation
today is not the same as it was in
2008. We’re on pretty solid ground,
we have a good strike fund, our
demands are realistic and our
treasurer is a real life accountant!
The union’s resources are in good
hands, but our most important
resource is our members. We’re a
memberdriven local and the best
way to keep ourselves strong is to
stay involved and uptodate on
what’s happening. If you’ve made
it this far, then you’re off to a good
start! If you can make it to future
meetings, I’d encourage you to do
so. If not, then keep on keeping
yourself informed by opening any
email with the words “CUPE
3903” in the subject line. We
promise to try to make them as
interesting as possible.
* I got through 14 songs in the
time it took me to write this,
which is what I get for having a
playlist full of 2 minute punk
songs.

(continued)
travel bug. I spent 6 months
backpacking on my own in Europe
and then settled overseas in Japan
where I spent 5 years tasting all
the food I could, travelling Asia
and teaching English to people
ages 383. Eventually I became a
school administrator and oversaw
10 or so schools, a job I really
enjoyed.
A Shitty Job
I worked for a number of years as
a veterinary technician, the last

few spent at an equine veterinary
clinic. My mornings started at six,
when I would shovel all of the
straw and shavings, as well as the
feces and urine they contained, out
of the horses’ stalls, into a
wheelbarrow, out into the freezing
dark morning, up a rickety wooden
ramp, and dump them into an
eightyyearold wooden manure
cart. Once this cart was filled with
hundreds of pounds of nasty
smelling stuff, I’d climb into the
fiftyyearold tractor attached to
the cart, (hopefully) fire it up, and
drive it creaking and moaning

through a pasture, as the tines of
the manure cart flung poo into the
darkness. Once all the stalls were
clean, I fed the horses and began
whatever treatments they needed
prior to the arrival of the true
professionals, the veterinarians.
Once these guys arrived, I spent
the day up to my elbows, quite
literally, in horses. I chose to
change career paths not too long
after the morning I managed to
lose my oncall pager in the
manure cart. After spending an
hour running into the clinic,
(continued on page 8)
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an early pioneer of environmental
history and has been instrumental
in forging ties between European
and
North
American
environmental historians. He is
recipient of the 1997 Alice
Hamilton Prize awarded by the
American
Society
for
Environmental History for best
article in the field between 1995
and 1996.
Dr. Sean Kheraj
York University

Dr.
Sean
Kheraj is the
newest
faculty
member
of
York
University’s
History
Department,
having taken
up a position here as an Assistant
Professor in July 2011. His
research
focuses
on
urban
environments,
especially
the
historical relationship between
humans and animals in mid
nineteenth century Canada. In
addition
to
being
centrally
involved in NiCHE’s work with
young scholars, he is the producer
and host of the popular monthly
podcast Nature’s Past. He is also
coproducer of the Canadian
environmental history web video
series EHTV: Live From the Field.
His article on “Restoring Nature:
Ecology, Memory, and the Storm
History of Vancouver’s Stanley
Park”, published in the Canadian
Historical Review 88.4 (2007), was
awarded the CHR Prize for the
best article published in that
journal in 2007. Dr. Kheraj has
generously agreed to be both a
participant in our Thursday night
environmental history roundtable
and to deliver the closing talk of
the conference on Saturday,
entitled “Six Universities, Three
Cities, One Guitar: A Foolish
Attempt to Talk About the
Academic Job Market and Life
After Graduate School.”

Em torno de Angola:
Conference Report
Vol. 8, Issue 4: February, 2012

by Vanessa S. Oliveira
1º. International Seminar “Em
Torno de Angola: Narrativas,
Identidades, Conexões Atlânticas,”
Brasília Brazil, Oct 31Nov 1st
2011.
From October 31st to November
1st, 2011, the Universidade de
Brasília
(UnB)
hosted
the
international
conference
“Em
Torno de Angola: Narrativas,
Identidades, Conexões Atlânticas”
to
celebrate
the
36
year
anniversary
of
Angolan
Independence.
The conference was organized by
Dr. Selma Pantoja and Estevam
Thompson with support of UnB,
the Angolan Ministry of Culture
and the Angolan Embassy in
Brazil. The opening speeches were
made by the Angolan Ambassador
Nelson Cosme and the Angolan
ViceMinister of Culture Cornélio
Caley. The conference programme
included panels dealing with
Narrative
and
Identification;
Atlantic Terminologies; Teaching
and Writing African History;
Nation and Imaginary; and
Identity, Power and Atlantic
Connections.
Among
the
presenters were professors and
students from Canada, Europe,
Angola and Brazil.
The history department at York
University was represented by two
professors and a graduate student
in the seminar. Dr. Paul E. Lovejoy
presented his paper “Narratives
and Identity Markers in the
Atlantic world,” which argued that
scarification can help identify the
background of enslaved Africans.
Dr. José C. Curto presented his
paper entitled “Whitening the
‘white’ Population: An Analysis of
the 1850 censuses of Luanda.” Dr.
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Curto
identified
the
differences between the two
published versions of the 1850
census of Luanda, the capital
of Angola, and its impacts on
demographic studies.
Vanessa S. Oliveira, a third year
PhD candidate in African history
at York University, presented her
paper “Escravidão, Gênero e
Ocupação em Angola na Segunda
Metade do Século XIX,” in which
she analysed the occupations of
slaves in Luanda between 1854
1856. The paper illustrated that
among slaves, men and women
competed for the same types of
occupations.
The conference ended with
refreshments at the Angolan
Embassy in Brasília, where the
conference
attendees
were
welcomed by the ambassador
Nelson Cosme. Dr. Selma Pantoja
launched her book “Uma Antiga
Civilização Africana: História da
Africa Central Ocidental,” which
seeks to assist high school
teachers in the teaching of African
history in Brazil.
One of the outcomes of the
seminar was the creation of the
group “Em Torno de Angola”
formed by professors and graduate
students from Angola, Brazil,
Canada and Portugal. The group’s
main intention is to promote the
exchange
of
knowledge
and
research
material
among
individuals and institutions. A
second conference will take place
in Angola in 2012.

Pictured: Dr. José C. Curto, Dr. Paul
E. Lovejoy, and Vanessa S. Oliveira
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(continued)
calling the pager, running outside
to listen for it, diving into the
manure cart to frantically dig for
the pager, and finally finding it
about two feet down in manure, I
started to think long and hard
about my career path. Since
coming to York, I have not yet had
to handle actual poop and for that
I am grateful.
I’m Ready for my Closeup, Mr.
DeMille
Before I headed back to school
full time I worked in film for over a
decade. I worked in several
departments including carpentry
and food service before I became a
full time set dresser. A set dresser
is in charge of everything you see
on the screen that an actor doesn’t
use or move down to the flowerpots
and post it notes. I also worked as
a buyer, where I learned exactly
where one could find a giant
wooden chair with ravens (Queen
St West near Leslieville). I worked
in a number of movies you might
remember like the first Xmen film
(where I had the added job of

“shrubbery wrangler”), Mimic,
several Resident Evils, Loser,
Brain Candy and a number of TV
series, Road to Avonlea, F/X and
Doc (featuring the king of the
mullet, Billy Ray Cyrus).
The Halls of Power
This History graduate student
was a legislative page, a position
which included the snazzy page
tuxedo. This page was a political
lifesaver: he or she ran messages
between aides in the balcony and
the politicians on the floor while
they stalled for time during
question period. He or she also
used to fetch the politicians’ water
and coffee, so that they could give
their utmost attention to speeches
(for this page certainly did not
have to clear away every evening
the various newspapers and
doodles
that
the
politicians
certainly did not read and draw
during debates). Furthermore, he
or she delivered mail between the
Legislature, the various party
offices, and the offices of the
Honourable Ministers. This page
especially liked the offices far from
the Legislature so that he or she
could take extra long walks and

enjoy the weather and fresh sea
air. Finally, this page really
enjoyed the almost constant flow
of free food left over from all the
various functions the Legislature
held, a tradition which this page
turnedgraduatestudent
continues to this day.
Camel Riding
This graduate student did a
variety of odd jobs before deciding
to heed the siren call of academia.
My past lives included working in
an ice cream factory (I monitored
the machine that put the lids on
the 4L tubs and made sure the
nutcontaminated products went
to feed the pigs), cleaning the
offices of provincial politicians
(who are messy messy people), and
teaching
English
to
recent
immigrants to Canada. I also
spent some time living on other
continents: I lived in Asia, Europe,
and Australia before deciding to
move to Toronto. My favourite
nonworking adventures include
cliff diving, flying in a twoperson
plane, and riding the snuggliest
camel you can ever imagine. And
now I go to York. Life is pretty
awesome.

•Marking marking marking to
meet a Monday deadline. Good
thing I have a strict policy of wine
consumption at the end of each day
of marking
•Unless it somehow becomes a
matter of life and death, I will
avoid at all costs thumb wrestling
a masseuse.
•does not like people who buy iced
caps way to hold up the line!
Grrrr
•The other day I walked past a
building, admired how nice it
looked inside and wondered how
much it would cost to live in a
condo with such a nice lobby.
Turns out it was a funeral home
•Ahhhh! It’s raining in the living
room and the landlord is away!
•My chalkboard was covered with
epithets,
profanities
and

vulgarities in class last night...
here’s to hoping I still have a job
next Monday. :p
•Trying to write, and actually
writing, are two very different
things. Sigh.
•I jut detroyed a letter on my
keyboard. Can you gue which one?
Thi i definitely not repairable.
•wine > marking
•R.I.P. Whitney Houston.
•Today, I did my first deputation
at City Hall. At the end of the day,
I really wanted to write here that
this was one of my proudest
moments in the 7 years I have
been Canada.
•These new condos aren’t only
going to cost me my parking lot
shortcut, but they’ve also claimed
Sushi Star, the neighborhood’s
best and cheapest all you can eat
sushi place…Damn you condos!
Damn you!
•Comps studying and house
hunting and conference planning 

oh my!! Where did I put my ruby
slippers?...
•You know you’re eating too many
hot dogs when you go to buy one
and the vendor says she hasn’t
seen you in a while.
•if getting more than 6 hours of
sleep is impossible after getting a
kitten in grad school, I can’t
imagine what it would it be like to
actually have a baby down the
road!
•Is back on facebook for...hmmm 2
hours....to collect Document status
updates and I am immediately
reminded why I left in the first
place. What a chore. Life is so
much better WITHOUT facebook.
This is my endorsement to leave
forever people.
(EDITOR’S NOTE: later that
day…)
•this facebook “timeline” change is
seriously hampering my ability to
collect status updates. Facebook:
you are sooooooooooo annoying!

Facebook!
You write it, we print it!

